
MODULE OUTLINE

DEPARTMENT DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL, EUROPEAN AND AREA STUDIES 
LEVEL OF STUDY POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMME

MODULE CODE DMPS107 TERM 2nd Semester
MODULE TITLE CLIMATE CHANGE LAW, POLICY AND GOVERNANCE

TEACHING HOURS/ECTS TEACHING
HOURS

ECTS

3 7,5

PREREQUISITES General knowledge of the international and EU Law, international 
organisation, policy and governance is required.

TEACHING AND EXAMS
LANGUAGE

The module is taught only in Greek. Erasmus students who wish to study
the module must contact the module coordinator in order to agree 
alternative study and exam arrangements in English or German.  

IS THE UNIT OFFERED TO
ERASMUS STUDENTS

Yes

UNIT’S URL You may access more information about the module at 
https://openeclass.panteion.gr/courses/DMPS107/

INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES
OBJECTIVES

The aim of  the course is  to  examine law,  policy  and governance in  the field  of  climate change at
international and EU level, recognizing it as severe environmental threat and one of the most important
issues that our planet is facing.
In terms of learning outcomes for students, the module has multiple objectives:

 To provide essential knowledge and information on relevant issues falling within the scope of
the module.

 To give an overview of the international and EU system and policy for environmental protection
and sustainable development, policy formulation and implementation.

 To highlight aspects, processes and procedures of international and EU policy in the context of
the international and EU system. 

 To create a solid basis for in and out of classroom discussion, developing critical thinking and
debating skills with regard to the relevant issues.

 To trigger  reflection on relevant  issues  based on critical  thinking  and a concrete  analytical
framework.

GENERAL SKILLS 
Upon completion of the module, students will be able to:

 Search, organise, analyse and synthesise data and general information;
 Develop a creative, deductive and critical thinking and improve their analytical skills within a

structured analytical framework;
 Develop their own argumentation;
 Follow an interdisciplinary  approach,  taking  into consideration the  different  aspects  of  the

issues.
 Understand  and  respect  the  principles  and  values  that  the  EU stands  for,  in  particular  in

relation to environmental protection and sustainable development. 
MODULE CONTENT

Outline of lectures:
A. The six sections on climate change policy and governance are presented as follows:

1. Climate change as a key issue for policy and governance. Characteristics and challenges for
policy and governance.
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2. Policy and governance scenarios for climate change in the international system.
3. International climate policy and governance. The long road from Kyoto to Paris and beyond.
4. EU climate change policy and strategies (I) - Internal dimension.
5. EU climate change policy and strategies (II) - External dimension.
6. Climate change and policy in Greece.

B. The six sections dealing with the law framework of climate change at international and EU level are
as follows:

7. Regulatory  scope  of  climate  change  law:  mitigation,  adaptation and  financing  actions.  Key
principles of international environmental law.

8. Development of international climate change law: main pillars and normative content of the
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change. 

9. The main pillars and normative content of the Paris Agreement on Climate Change.
10. The  main  pillars  of  the  EU's  regulatory  framework  on  climate  change  and  the  process  of

reshaping it in the context of the new objectives and the European Green Deal.
11. The EU Emissions Trading System as a central pillar of EU climate change law. 
12. The targets for sectors not covered by the EU Emissions Trading Systeme - Climate Change

Litigation.

TEACHING METHOD The module will take the form of lectures delivered
by the module coordinators. Experts will be invited
to  present  selected  issues  on  EU
environment/energy  policy  formulation  and/or
implementation.

USE OF INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY

 Use of PowerPoint presentations.
 Teaching  material  and  other  resources  are

available on open eclass.
 Updates  and  communication  with  the

module  coordinators  via  open  eclass  and
email.

 In  addition,  students  have the  opportunity
to  meet  with  their  module  coordinators
during  the  announced  office  hours/after
appointment.

TEACHING METHODS
The manner and methods of teaching are described
in detail.
Lectures,  seminars,  laboratory  practice,  fieldwork,
study  and  analysis  of  bibliography,  tutorials,
placements,  clinical  practice,  art  workshop,
interactive  teaching,  educational  visits,  project,
essay writing, artistic creativity, etc.

The student's study hours for each learning activity
are given as well as the hours of non-directed study
according to the ECTS principles

Activity Hours
Lectures and in-
class discussion

39h

Preparation to 
attend lectures

39h

Indepedent study of
essential reading, 
and preparation for
final exam. 
Preparation and 
submission of an 
assay that will be 
agreed with the 
module co-
ordinator

147h

Total 225h
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MODULE ASSESSMENT Erasmus students will be assessed on the basis of 
 a  4,000-word  essay  (70%)  and  a  presentation

(30%) on one of the taught topics that will be
agreed  with  the  module  co-ordinator.  The
module  co-ordinator  will  provide  overall
guidance for the completion of the essay. The
presentation will  be  arranged before  the final
submission of the essay. 

or
 a  final  examination  in  form  of  an  oral

question/answer  procedure  in  English  or
German language.
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Περεταίρω κατευθύνσεις αναφορικά με πηγές και βιβλιογραφία δίδονται  στις φοιτήτριες και  τους
φοιτητές στο πλαίσιο των διαφόρων ενοτήτων.
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